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ASSESSMENT CHALLENGES

“Getting Us Started . . . .”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=amkmxbRn5tk
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BACKWARD DESIGN
From Grant Wiggins & Jay McTighe’s work

“Understanding by Design” (UbD)
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BACKWARD DESIGN

Backward Design focus: Clarify results & evidence before 
designing lessons

Teaching for understanding is the goal ( in alignment with 
standards)

Backward Design is a way of thinking more carefully 
about design and not a program 
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BACKWARD DESIGN

Think like an assessor not only an activity designer

Overcoming the “twin sins” of “aimless activity” and 
superficial coverage

Ensure any coverage and activities are squarely focused on 
questions and big ideas of standards
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BACKWARD DESIGN

1.) IDENTIFY DESIRED RESULTS

2.) DETERMINE ACCEPTABLE EVIDENCE

3.) PLAN LEARNING EXPERIENCES OR INSTRUCTION

THREE STAGES

THEN & ONLY THEN
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Coming On-Line in 2014-15
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Test Samples
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Assessment Implications
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Assessment Implications
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Assessment Implications
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Instructional Shifts
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Instructional Shifts

1.) Building knowledge through content-rich 
nonfiction and informational texts

2.) Reading and writing grounded in evidence 
from text

3.) Regular practice with complex text and its 
academic vocabulary

ELA
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Instructional Shifts

1.) Focus strongly where the standards focus

2.) Coherence: think across grades, and link to major 
topics within grades

3.) Rigor: in major topics pursue:
- conceptual understanding
- procedural skill and fluency
- application

. . . with equal intensity

MATHEMATICS
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Instructional Shifts

http://swcrkcia.wikispaces.com/home

swcrkCIA Wiki
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www.smarterbalanced.org

www.literacydesigncollaborative.org

www.sciencenewsforkids.org

www.readworks.org
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